
Press Release – March 13, 2019  

 
 
 

 

LAUNCH OF WOMEN IN MOTION  
AT THE RENCONTRES D’ARLES 

 
 

Kering and the Rencontres d’Arles are pleased to announce a joint partnership and the launch of  
Women in Motion in Arles. The partnership aims to promote the recognition of women photographers 

and to advance the cause of gender equality in this artistic field. 
 
 

 
 
 
A major priority for the Group, Kering’s commitment to women extends into the world of arts and culture 
through the Women in Motion program. For although creativity is one of the most powerful forces for 
change, gender inequality in this area remains flagrant. 
 
For the past five years, Women in Motion has been a platform of choice for helping to change mindsets, for 
celebrating the work of leading figures, and for reflecting on the role and recognition given to women in 
arts and culture, since the issue of inequality still applies to all the artistic fields. 
 
Kering, a partner of the Cannes Film Festival, launched Women in Motion in 2015 to shine a light on 
women’s contribution to cinema, both in front of and behind the camera, and to provide a platform for 
promoting equality. The program’s prizes are awarded to inspirational individuals and talented young 
women, while its talks are an opportunity for people who have made their mark on the industry to share 
their views on the way women are represented both on the screen and within their profession. More than 
50 talks have been held around the world since 2015 about the role of women and the issue of equality, 
not only in the movie industry but also in art and literature. 
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Thanks to this new partnership, Kering is now able to significantly increase its commitment to women 
photographers. By becoming part of the Rencontres d’Arles, Women in Motion is joining forces with one of 
the world’s leading photography events, which this year will be celebrating its 50th anniversary. 

While continuing to help talented young photographers through the Prix de la Photo Madame Figaro Arles 

which it has supported since 20161, Kering is now creating the Women in Motion Award and the Women 

in Motion LAB at the Rencontres d’Arles. 

The Women in Motion Award will recognize the career of an iconic woman photographer, by acquiring 
some of her works with a donation of €25,000. The winner will talk about her experiences during an evening 
event at the Théâtre Antique in Arles. 

For the first few years, the Women in Motion LAB will be dedicated to a research program about women’s 
role in the world history of photography. 

 

“By extending Women in Motion to photography, through a partnership with this world-renowned festival, 

we have taken a new, crucially-important step in our action for gender equality. Kering is underlining its 

commitment to women in art, culture and creativity by turning the spotlight on the work of talented women 

photographers, who are offering people their view of the world and who are helping to change people’s 

perceptions. We are providing these women with a platform and tangible support as part of that 

commitment.”  
François-Henri Pinault, Chief Executive Officer of Kering 

 

“The partnership with Kering is both a symbolic and a very practical way of showing our support for the 

recognition of women’s place in photography. We are proud to welcome Women in Motion to Arles. We are 

developing an ambitious program that uses different approaches to deliver action, these include providing 

visibility for women photographers today and over the course of photography’s history; and opening up 

debates on the methods of achieving gender equality.” 

Sam Stourdzé, Director of the Rencontres d’Arles 

 
 
 
 
About Kering  
A global Luxury group, Kering manages the development of a series of renowned Houses in Fashion, Leather 
Goods, Jewelry and Watches: Gucci, Saint Laurent, Bottega Veneta, Balenciaga, Alexander McQueen, Brioni, 
Boucheron, Pomellato, Dodo, Qeelin, Ulysse Nardin, Girard-Perregaux, as well as Kering Eyewear. By placing 
creativity at the heart of its strategy, Kering enables its Houses to set new limits in terms of their creative 
expression while crafting tomorrow's Luxury in a sustainable and responsible way. We capture these beliefs 
in our signature: “Empowering Imagination”. 
 
About the Rencontres d’Arles 
A summer festival of photography that was founded in 1970, the Rencontres d’Arles have earned an 
international reputation by offering a detailed portrait of contemporary creativity in photography. Nearly 
40 exhibitions are held every year in some 20 heritage sites in the city of Arles, providing the works with a 
unique backdrop. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                      
1 Women in Motion has been present in the world of photography since 2016, courtesy of its support for the 

Prix de la Photo Madame Figaro Arles which is awarded to one of the photographers whose work is on display 
at the Rencontres. The prize has been awarded to Laia Abril (2016), Paz Errazuriz (2017) and Wiktoria 
Wojciechowska (2018), while support has also been provided outside France since 2017 at the Festival Arles x 
Jimei International Photography Festival. 
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For more information 

Visit the Women in Motion press area 

 
Follow the official hashtags 

#WomenInMotion #Kering 

 

Press Contact Kering 

Emilie Gargatte +33 (0)1 45 64 61 20 

emilie.gargatte@kering.com  

Eva Dalla Venezia +33 (0)1 45 64 65 06 

eva.dallavenezia@kering.com 

 
Press Contact the Rencontres d’Arles 

Claudine Colin Communication +33 (0) 1 41 02 60 01 

Alexis Gregorat 

alexis@claudinecolin.com 

Marine Maufras du Chatellier 

marine.m@claudinecolin.com 
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