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Kering and the International Trade Centre join forces to support
sustainability of Madagascar crocodile trade
Kering and the International Trade Centre (ITC) announced today a new collaboration to develop
a multi-year programme to support the monitoring and sustainable management of the trade in
Nile crocodiles from Madagascar.
The formation of the Madagascar Crocodile Conservation and Sustainable Use Programme
(MCCSUP) follows the recommendation by the Standing Committee of the Convention on
International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) to re-open the trade
in Nile crocodiles from Madagascar. This decision follows the entry into Madagascan national law
of specific legislation for managing the species.
The programme’s goal is to support sustainable trade that contributes to economic opportunities,
local livelihoods and the long-term conservation of crocodiles and their habitats.
Kering and the ITC will provide technical support and financial resources in collaboration with the
Crocodile Specialist Group of the Species Survival Commission of the International Union for
Conservation of Nature (CSG). The MCCSUP will facilitate targeted activities in Madagascar to
improve sustainable trade in crocodiles and help support the country’s obligations under CITES.
The MCCSUP will cover a range of projects that will deliver data and recommendations in a
series of public reports that will drive the overall sustainability of the trade in Madagascar
crocodile. This will include assessing the status of wild populations, monitoring wild egg collection
for crocodile ranching operations, and examining options for enhancing benefits for local
livelihoods from the trade.
The programme will be implemented through the CSG, which will work with the Madagascar
Scientific and Management Authorities for CITES, the Ministry of Environment, Ecology and
Forests, and the University of Antananarivo, as well as national and international experts. Two
significant elements of the programme’s implementation will be the support of the creation of a
Crocodile Management Unit (CMU) that will act as a hub for all crocodile management-related
issues and a programme of student research that will focus on crocodile biology, ecology,
management and conservation.
“At Kering we are focused on supporting sustainable production systems across our global supply
chain and ensuring sustainable sources of raw materials,” said Marie-Claire Daveu, Chief
Sustainability Officer and Head of international institutional affairs at Kering. “As this new market
for sourcing is opening up, we are pleased to be able to support the capacity building that will
underpin the implementation of best practices in management of crocodile conservation,
sustainable use and trade in Nile crocodiles from Madagascar.”
“This is the second Public-Private Partnership (PPP) between Kering and ITC in which our two
organisations are designing solutions for sustainable sourcing of biodiversity-based products from
developing countries,” said ITC Executive Director Arancha González, “The PPP is an effective
and innovative way to leverage both private and public investment and skills. It will help increase
incomes and safeguard an important natural resource for marginalised rural communities in
Madagascar,” she said.
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"We welcome this collaborative effort that will ensure compliance with CITES requirements for
legality and sustainability, while also delivering tangible benefits for local communities" said John
E. Scanlon, Secretary-General of CITES. "We are most encouraged by the depth of cooperation
between Kering, ITC, IUCN Crocodile Specialist Group and Madagascar's CITES Authorities in
supporting initiatives that will benefit the Nile crocodile and its habitat and the people living close
to them," added Scanlon.

About Kering
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About ITC
ITC is the joint agency of the World Trade Organisation and the United Nations. ITC assists small and medium-sized
enterprises in developing and transition economies to become more competitive in global markets, thereby contributing
to sustainable economic development within the frameworks of the Aid-for-Trade agenda and the Millennium
Development Goals. Website: www.intracen.org
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